
KYNOS ..... FLEET 

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear colleagues, 

I am aware that the title of my paper sounds provocative, but I think it deserves 
it since Kynos until now has provided us with so many examples of Late Bronze 
Age ships as almost the whole number of the Lokrian ships, which took part at 
the expedition against Troy according to Homer'. 

Kynos was one of the towns of East Lokris, referred to by Homer in Iliad2 
and has been identified with a small hill by the coast near the modern village of 
Livanates, opposite Euboeaa. 

The excavation which is being conducted there since 19854 has given some 
more examples of LH Ill C ships and more precisely three clay models, apart from 
the already known and published sherds with warships' representationss. 

All three of them, partly preserved, but tandalizing because of it, they are 
very didactic as far as construction and typology of LH ships are concerned. 

The first of them is a clay hand-made model (Fig. 1-4, PI. I) found together 
with LH Ill C early material. Almost half of it is missing, as well as the upper end 
of the prow. The ridge of the hull is mostly broken apart from some small parts 
which are preserved so that we have the original height of the models. Dark brown 
painted stripes, though not very carefully applied, mark and accentuate some 
functional and important parts of the ship, the keel, the gunwale and the stem- 
post'. Moreover the keel on the inside is marked by an additional band of clays. 
No other decoration, painted or plastic, is to be seen on this model except of adot 
of colour outside of the hull toward the middle of its length. Whether it is intentional 
or accidental I cannot decide, my opinion however is that it cannot be interpreted 
as an eyes. The upright, high end of the model and the existence of a cutwater 
characteristics of the prows of many other Late Bronze Age ships, allow us to 
identify this part of the model as the stem lo. 

The second model is also almost half-preserved (Fig. 5-8, PI. 11). We have 
to do again with a hand-made clay model of a ship of pure orange clay with a slip 
of diluted clay. It is found togetherwith LH Ill C sherds. The pointed end is broken 
so that the identification of this part with stern or stem becomes difficult but not 
impossible. On this model again the functional parts are accentuated with the help 
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of colour. So a red-brown stripe marks outside and inside the keel. The frames 
are rendered in the same way. The vertical lines seen on the out-side of the hull, 
framed by horizontal stripes, cannot obviously be frames or beams, since they 
don't reach the keel, as on other examples, such as the one from Phylakopi on 
which the vertical stripes are identified with frames11 or merely decorative features12 

So according to my opinion and the examples so far known, either from vase- 
painting13 or from models14 we have in front of us the model of an oar-propeled 
galley whose rowing-posts are indicated by these vertical lines, which can also 
render stanchions of a rail or at the same time the tholepins against which the 
oars were worked. 

On the preserved part eleven at least such rowing posts are counted and if 
it is taken into consideration that the widest part of this model measures 0,044 
m. so that the whole could be 0,22 m. long, it is reasonable to suggest that this 
model represents a ship with at least twenty-five oars on each side, that is fifty 
altogether, a number that fits to pentecontoros, a kind of ship known during Late 
Bronze Age and described by Homer's. 

Rowing-posts so close to the pointed end of the hull would be no comfortable 
for the rowers, but perhaps this happened due to lack of space for the artist to 
render the number of oars and similar rendering is not unknown to the artl6. 

To my opinion whatever feature or device the artists of that time showed on 
paintings or models, no matter how skillfully or abstractly they are rendered, they 
should copy real characteristics and usually the more important or impressive 
ones, and if today difficulties are arosen as far as indentification of those 
characteristics are concerned this happens because we do not know how the 
world looked like at that remote periodl7. 

Another remarkable and diff icult to explain feature of this model is the presence 
of two plastic bands of clay across the inner side of the hull near the end, which, 
beginning from the keel, should project above the gunwale. The upper part of 
these projections is missing, but they should not be very high according to other 
known parallelsj8. They cannot belong to banks19 and they cannot be thole-pins 
for oarszo, as well. They could be supports for steering-oars, if this part is the stern. 
Double oars are not unknown during Late Bronze Age21 and some similar devices 
on other models, for example the well known one of Mochlos, have been given 
this explanation22. 
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They cannot also be cross-beams since the frames are already rendered by 
colour. Nor they can be ropes, as the clay strip on Argos' model is interpretedzs. 
On the other hand if this part of the model is the stem these projections could be 
supports for the suspension of anchors24. This last opinion cannot be excluded 
although to my knowledge there don't exist any such representations from this 
period in the Aegean area. A fact that contributes to the stem-conclusion is the 
presence of a cut-water, whose junction with the bow is marked by a vertical line 
on both sides. A third explanation that these projections supported asuperstructure, 
like a cabin is not trustworthy. 

Comparing the above two new models from Kynos we can draw some useful 
conclusions. We see that although both of them obey to the angular type of craft25 
however they differ from one another basically. The first one has a curved keel 
and it gives the impression of a deep, roomy, heavy merchant-man26 of the so- 
called kaiki-type27, well represented in the Aegean since Early Minoan period and 
whose characteristics have been recognised in many other ships, painted or 
models, for which the same identification is given by many scholars28. The fact 
that the majority of such vessels are found at Greta and Cyrpus perhaps implies 
the origin of the type29 and the character of the people, who invented and used 
them: merchants. 

The second one has a straight keel, low, slender hull, many oars, perhaps 
is apentecontoros, and gives the impression of afast war-ship such as the already 
known parallelsfrom Kynos itselfso. Ships with similar characteristics belong mostly 
to the Central Aegean and the mainland of Greecesl, areas which provided us 
with almost all the known examples of the type, a fact that cannot be accidental 
to my opinion. 

So the more decisive conclusion drawn from the differentiation in rendering 
of the above models is that during LH Ill C period already existed at least two 
different types of craft each of them with its special function. So from now on and 
on the base of the above examples a typology of Late Bronze Age ships of Aegean 
can be suggested32. 

The third example from Kynos consists of a part of a bird shaped-prow, 
actually the akrostolion, of the same date (PI. Ill). The beak is missing and we 
have not found the main body of the ship which it belonged to. 

The piece is decorated on both sides with an eye, at the proper place, and 
vertical stripes of colour, three of which have an additional hanging loop. What do 
these lines and loops represent is not clear. Do they suggest ropes? Or all of them 



are intended to render the plumage of the bird? 

It is certain that this last piece does not belong to either of the models of 
Kynos already described. The size of it shows that it belonged to a bigger model 
and to my knowledge we don't have any similar ones found intact, since such high 
extremities, like akrostolia, are more submitted to the danger to brake. The only 
other example that approaches the Kynos' model is the one found in Tiryns33, 
which has some characteristics that correspond not only to this akrostolion but 
also to the other Kynos' model, that is low, long, slender hull, vertical lines on the 
stem-post and which is of the same date. 

The question is to which kind of model it could fit better to the merchant or 
to the war-ship. 

I made an experiment (PI. IV, V) and to my opinion the bird shaped akrostolion 
suits better to the war-ship. And this opinion is supported by many other well 
known examples, among them the ones from Kynos itself. 

Bird-shaped akrostolia is not a novelty of Late Bronze Age ships, since this 
device exists on the Aegean ships since Early Minoan Period34. But this kind of 
prows - naturalistic or abstract rendered -are more often to be seen on war-ships, 
so that this feature tends to become a standard characteristic to them, without 
excluding its presence on other kind of craft, too. 

War-ships should be more impressive and of more fearful outlook35and such 
devices help this purpose as the relative iconography teaches us. 

The fourth ship I wantto show you is already known, but only partly. It is the 
war-galley represented on a sherd of crater found in Kynos, which we have 
discussed about during the last symposium36. 

Now the good god of the archaeologist, whoever he or she is, after three 
years revealed us the missing other end (Fig. 9) on which the stern is pictured 
and the helm-man at his place working a big steering-oar with both hands, so that 
it is sure the ship is not pictured beached, nor sailing in open sea since mast and 
sail obviously have been lowered37. The fighting warriors on her deck not only 
strengthen the character of the ship but also they imply that in Late Bronze Age 
events, like naval battles, perhaps not in their classical meaning, took placess. 

It is certain that this last ship will arise much discussion and many controversies 
among the scholars but I think that beyond any doubt we all agree that it proves 
that the geometricwar-ships we know from the relative iconography are the direct 
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descendants of the Late Bronze Age onesag 

Fanouria Dakoronia 
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Classical Antiquities, 
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